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Computer Science Comes to Shiocton

IVI ost students have submitted their course selections for next year, but
we would like to introduce some new additions to our curricu-
lum. Recently our application for our partnership with the Microsoft TEALS
program was approved. Much of the groundwork has been put in place and
students can now sign up for the first courses for next year in Computer Sci-
ence. The Introduction to Computer Science classes are base level classes
that build base knowledge for entry level into the world of Computer Sci-
ence. No prerequisite is required, and is available to all grades in the high
school. Future courses are being planned and will be added to the building
block for students such as Computer Science Principles, potentially for AP
credit.

(continued on page 7)

BE THE LIGHT

The coronavirus pandemic has put
many aspects of our lives to a
stop. With schools closed our athletic
fields sit empty, with some athletes
wondering if they’ve played their last
games.

To support our senior athletes a na-
tional movement #BeThelight start-
ed, encouraging schools to light up
their stadiums around the country.

GUEST INN HOME

BALL STRIKE OUT
HIT & ERROR

On Friday, April 10th more than 250 W
schools across Wisconsin lit up their
fields from 8:00pm to 8:20pm (or in
military time 20:20) in honor of the
class of 2020 seniors. Shiocton took
part in this event and provided pic-

tures to share. (continued on page 3)
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CHIEF CHATTER
Pieces of the Puzzle Coming Together: Yes and No

With the most recent announcement by Governor Evers that school
buildings and grounds would be closed through the end of the school
year, which is June 30 according to State Statutes, our administrative
team set about putting the new pieces of the puzzle together once more.

For our seniors, this meant selecting four different dates for holding an in
-person graduation ceremony. To the very best of our ability, that is
what we plan to do while factoring in all superseding and subsequent
orders by state and federal governments, including related agencies such
as the CDC. The various dates can be found on the website at https://
www.shiocton.k12.wi.us/district/. This document also details the various
rescheduled dates for other major events important to our children such
as 8th grade celebration, NHS Induction, the play, and prom.

Additionally, the announcement by Governor Evers afforded us the clos-
ing of one door and the opening of another with regard to Summer
School. Regardless of any superseding order, we are moving forward
with plans to hold Summer School in August rather than in June as we
typically would. Dates for the in-person Summer School are now sched-
uled for August 3 - 21. Again, this, too, is tentative, subject to change
based upon future orders and guidelines which night negate our ability
to offer any summer school courses at all.

Plans for the return of materials currently in student desks and lockers
are also forming. So, too, are plans for the return of chromebooks,
chargers, other technology, and other resources such as textbooks, nov-
els, and the like. Continue to watch for more information from school
principals on these plans.

The new pieces have begun to fall into place, forming yet another new
puzzle. As always, we appreciate your continued support and confidence
in us as we maintain a high quality education for your children and a
commitment to providing our students with as much normalcy as possi-
ble.

Wishing you a great month of May! ~Mrs. Schweitzer
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NEWS FROM GRADES PK-6 OFFICE

Spring greetings to all our families! As'm writing this, it's 34 degrees and
@P f’l]éé not quite spring weather, but | know that it is coming in the near future! Here’s hop-
"7 g 'w‘ ing by the time this edition of The Link gets to you, it will be feeling much more like

N ‘ “( | spring outside. We all could use some fresh air and sunshine!

“' What an unusual and unique time we find ourselves in right now. Again, | want to

stress how much we appreciate everything that you are doing. This entire situation

: takes a team approach between home, school, and community. We know this situa-

tion is not easy for anyone, but it is great to see people rallying around each other. That being said, if you,
your family, or someone you know is in need of anything, please do not hesitate to reach out.

Here are the most recent updates on a few things you might be wondering about:

K4/K5 Orientations: We now know that we won’t be able to meet in May for our orientations as originally
planned. We do have packets put together for families who have registered and will work out a plan for
getting those packets to you in June. If you or someone you know is still looking to register a child for Four-
or Five-Year Old Kindergarten next year, please call and leave a message at 920-986-3351 ext. 721. Mrs.
Griesbach will receive the message and will return your call. For new children entering the district at K4 or
K5 (or any grade level), we will need to see a birth certificate in order to verify the name and birthdate of
each child.

Summer School: We are hoping to hold some of our summer school classes in August. | am currently
checking with the summer school teachers to see who would be interested in teaching in August. Once |
know that part, we will be able to move forward with building a program. We will communicate more in-
formation to you in June.
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As we get closer and closer to rounding out the school year, there are a few things we typically do at this
time of year. One of those things is to determine class lists for next year. Here is information to be aware
of:

Elementary Classroom Assignments for 2020-2021: In May, we typically begin to look at classroom as-
signments for the upcoming school year. The teachers do a great job of dividing the students up after hav-
ing worked with the students for the duration of the school year. The teachers take into consideration the
child’s personality and individual needs, while also trying to maintain balanced classrooms and separating
any students who do not work well together. Because of this, teacher requests are not encouraged unless
there is an absolute necessary academic need. Typically, we ask for these requests to be made in writing
with 2 copies - - 1 to the office and 1 to the current teacher. However, with our current situation, you can
send an email to kgriesbach@shiocton.k12.wi.us AND the child’s current teacher. Please put “Teacher Re-
quest for 2020-21" in the subject area. If you do not receive a response, please check with us to make sure
we received your message.

Let’s keep working together through this situation and this unique opportunity. May you and your family
members remain happy, safe, and healthy!

Mrs. Kim Griesbach :)
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Be The Light (continued)

Baseball:

We have four seniors on the 2020 High School team. Due to circumstances out of our control, baseball has

not happened this spring. Coach Taylor, Coach Prodell, and myself (Coach Backman) would like to take this
time to recognize and give a “SHOUT OUT” to our four seniors on our high school baseball team. Our four sen-
iors are: Cole Wilcox, Austin Vandenbosh, Deven Bedor, and Corbin Lorge. All four seniors play more than one
sport and are great students, whether on the baseball field or in the classroom. The younger ball players all
look up to these seniors and like hanging out with these guys. Another great gift is these guys can play more
than one position on the baseball field. Expectations are high for the baseball team this year due to the expe-
rience these four seniors bring. Finally, these guys love representing our school and community. They are so
much fun to be around!

~Coach Taylor, Coach Prodell and Coach Backman

Softball:

The Coronavirus pandemic has brought our lives as we know them to a sudden halt. Every aspect has been affected as well as high school sports. In an
effort to support and hope, a national movement was created. The Twitter hashtag #BeThelight was introduced. We
chose to tribute our senior softball players be writing their names and uniform numbers in the dirt on our diamond.
Our five seniors are: Kellyn Van Straten, Taylir Schmidt, Carley Kriewaldt, Cassidy Defferding, and Alyssa Durham.
These girls have been playing softball together since 3rd grade. The spring softball season was scheduled to cap off
their high school athletic careers. A season we as high school coaches have been waiting four years for. We continue
to prepare in hopes of the possibility of salvaging some soft of season. Additionally there is a project spearheaded by
Julie and Dave Gomm that is also designed to pay tribute to all our seniors spring sports athletes. Take a lap around
town and check it out!

~ Coach Dawn Kanaman and Coach Eric Schmidt

Track and Field:
The track program started on March 9th and school was dismissed March 17th due to the Governor’s “Safer at Home” orders. We feel lucky that we were
able to connect and bond as a team even for only seven days.

The track team’s roster includes four seniors consisting of Kaden Piechocki, Morgan Brux, Sandy Schmidt Jr, and Hunter Raeck. Both Kaden and Morgan
have been named Co-Captains this year by displaying strong leadership skills and knowledge of their sport. In 2019 they also both were named and
awarded the “Most Versatile” athletes, who could do and perform well in any event.

Three seniors, Kaden, Morgan, and Hunter have the opportunity to be four year varsity lettermen in track and field if they continue to put forward the
effort, be dedicated and follow the “revised” guidelines set forth. These three are amazing individuals on and off the track and should have no problem
earning this achievement.

Kaden Piechocki is also one of the four Valedictorian’s of the class of 2020. He was the Conference, Regional, and Sectional Champion in the High Jump.
He took a respectable second place at the State Championships where he broke the school record of 32 years with an effort of 6’5”. He was also a part of
the 2019 4x200m relay team who holds the school record.

Morgan Brux has completed all her high school credits to graduate in December and has been taking classes full time at FVTC and working part time to
advance herself in her career. She qualified for the Sectional Competition in the Pole Vault and had only picked up a pole for the first time three months
prior.

Hunter Raeck is a fierce competitor in the shot and disc, as well as sprints.

Sandy Schmidt Jr is a second year track athlete. After securing the award as the “Most Improved” in 2019, he was well on his way to have a monster of a
season.

The track program is still going strong, even with the orders in place. The entire team supports these seniors and will make sure through ingenuity, being
creative, and innovative that these seniors will have a memorable 2020 track and field season. Good Luck to all four and, “It’s not over, till it’s over”.



MAY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

5/4 SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
5/8 NO SCHOOL

5/18 SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
5/25 NO SCHOOL—Memorial Day

We all feel the stress of the ongoing changes in our
normal lifestyles, even our children. Sometimes go-

ing for a walk can be a very nice release of stress, thoughts,
and frustrations. But have we thought about our children
needing this also?

What started as a walk with the dog for one family, turned
into much more than that: A mother and her K5 daughter
went to take their dog for a walk, and her daughter just
wanted to keep going and going. Her daughter just kept

talking and talking—the mother listened the whole time

thinking how much her daughter really needed this release
since the last couple of days were hard for her. Once the
mother convinced her daughter that the walk was done,
those little legs had walked 5.01 miles!

| encourage all of you to find a way for your children to re-
lease their emotions and talk about what is going on. They may need it more than you
think!
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Sandee Cornell
scornell@shiocton.k12.wi.us
7-12 School Counselor—ext. 711

Dannielle Kern
dkern@shiocton.k12.wi.us
K-6 School Counselor—ext. 762

Dear Reader,

Welcome to the Counselor’s Corner. We felt that providing a one
stop shop for our information would be more useful and conven-
ient to all of our students and their families. Our counseling pro-
gram offers services of individual counseling, group counseling,
or outside referrals. Please feel free to contact us at any time
regarding the academic, emotional, or social needs of your child.
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> Grade 8 and Grade 5 Parents and Students: Please watch for
> upcoming information on rescheduling of Chief Chats.
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Wellness from Home

The COVID-19 pandemic and its associated social and economic
stressors can undermine children’s development and well-being.
Not only must they cope with major changes to everyday life,
such as physical distancing and home confinement, but their
families may struggle to meet their basic physical and emotional
needs. Rates of poverty, unemployment, parental mental health
problems and substance abuse, child abuse and neglect, and inti-
mate partner violence tend to rise during disasters. Children may
not receive critical supports they need when community services
are limited and fewer adults have direct contact with children.
The good news is that over four decades of research on resili-
ence shows that protective factors can buffer children from
harm and increase the chances they adapt positively to adversi-
ties such as the COVID-19 pandemic. Families and communities
can work together to promote these protective factors.

Definitions

Protective factors: Events, conditions,
and characteristics of children, families,
and broader environments that
increase an individual's chances of
healthy development and positive life
outcomes despite exposure to
significant adversity.

Resilience: The process of positive
adaptation to adversity that arises
through interactions between children
and their environments.

Notes from the Nurse

ATTENTION 5t GRADE PARENTS
Immunization Requirement

For those of you already arranging your child’s summer doctor appointment, please
be reminded that ALL students are required to receive a Tdap vaccination upon en-
trance to 6w grade. If your child has not yet received his/her Tdap, please make
arrangements for your child to receive this vaccination PRIOR to the start of 6t
grade. Due to the COVID-19 virus, please check with your healthcare provider for
guidance on when to schedule your child’s Tdap vaccination. If you want to have
your child receive the Tdap vaccine, but cannot have it administered before the
start of the school year, please sign the waiver. The waiver is located on the district
website (shiocton.k12.wi.us). Once your child receives the Tdap vaccine, bring a
copy to the office and we will update our system.

If you do not wish to have your child immunized for Tdap, you are required to sign a
waiver. The waiver option is located on the bottom half of the immunization form.
These forms are available from the District website (shiocton.k12.wi.us) or from the
elementary school office. If you already completed a waiver for your child in Kinder-
garten, you will need to complete a new waiver, as this immunization is a new re-
quirement.

If you need assistance or have any questions, please contact Victoria Fors, RN,
vfors@shiocton.k12.wi.us.

~Victoria Fors, RN; School Nurse

The primary factor in a child’s recovery from an adverse or traumatic event is the
presence of a sensitive and caring adult. To support healthy child development during
COVID-19, children and youth need to maintain regular age-appropriate connections
to important adults in their lives. For example, young children may need more face-to
-face time for connection than older children and adolescents, who are able to con-
nect virtually.

Parents and other caregivers can:

*  Spend quality time with children. Even short periods of time playing, reading, go-
ing outdoors, and talking can bolster children’s sense of safety and security dur-
ing uncertain or scary times.

*  Stay connected even when physical separation is necessary for safety reasons. Set
up times for children to talk to distant caregivers using online video chats, tele-
phone calls, emails, texts, or letters. These connections are important in helping
children feel secure and supported during the pandemic. Protective factor #2:
Meeting basic needs

*  Meeting the basic needs of children and families—such as food, shelter, clothing,
and medical and mental health care—is essential to protecting children’s well-
being in stressful times. Actively mobilizing tangible resources for families during
the pandemic is especially important for families experiencing additional risks,
such as economic instability, job loss, and health or mental health needs.Parents
and other caregivers can:

e Know that asking for help is a sign of strength and resourcefulness, not
weakness.

e Identify helpful local services through a child’s current service provider,
school, or early care and education program; or through local agency
websites and hotlines, family resource centers, or community resource
specialists (e.g., 211).

~Sandee Cornell and Dannielle Kern
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Parents of Incoming 5K Kindergarteners

Incoming 5K kindergarten students are required to be up-to-date with immunizations upon entrance to 5 K kindergarten, including completion of the
“kindergarten series” vaccines.

Please check with your healthcare provider to verify that your child has received ALL of the following vaccine doses and provide a copy of the immuniza-
tion record to the school office prior to the start of fall classes.

Vaccine Dose

DTaP At least 4 doses (unless the 3™ dose was received after the 4™ birthday

Polio At least 4 doses (unless the 3™ dose was received after the 4™ birthday)

Hepatitis B 3 doses

MMR 2 doses

Varicella (chicken pox) | 2 doses ? :
e —— &~

If your child has not yet received his/her kindergarten series vaccines, please contact your doctor, clinic, or the Outagamie County Health Department
(920-832-5100). Due to the COVID-19 virus, please check with your healthcare provider for guidance on when to schedule your child’s vaccinations. If you
want to have your child receive them, but cannot have it administered before the start of the school year, please sign the waiver. The waiver is located on
the district website (Shiocton.k12.wi.us). Once your child receives the vaccines, bring a copy to the office and we will update our system.

If you do not wish to have your child immunized, you are required to sign a waiver. The waiver option is located on the bottom half of the immunization
form. These forms are available from the District website (Shiocton.k12.wi.us) or from the elementary school office. If you already completed a waiver
for your child in 4K, you will need to complete a new waiver as these immunizations represent a new requirement.

How to Protect Yourself & Others from COVID-19

Everyone Should:
Clean Your Hands Often
¢ Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in a public place, or after
blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.
o If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your
hands and rub them together until they feel dry.
¢ Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

Avoid Close Contact

¢ Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

¢ Stay home per Governor Ever’s order.

¢ Put distance between yourself and other people.

Remember that some people without symptoms may be able to spread the virus.

o Keeping distance from others is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick.

il
:

Cover Your Mouth and Nose with a Cloth Face Cover When Around Others
¢ You could spread COVID-19 to other even if you do not feel sick.
¢ Everyone should wear a cloth face cover when they have to go out in public, for example to the grocery store or to pick up
necessities.
¢ The cloth face cover is meant to protect other people in case you are infected.

e Do NOT use a face mask meant for a healthcare worker.
¢ Continue to keep about 6 feet between yourself and others. The cloth face cover is not a substitute for social distancing.
Cover Coughs and Sneezes

« Remember to always cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow.
e Throw used tissues in the trash.
o Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitizer.

Clean and Disinfect
¢ Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily, including tables, doorknobs, light switches, countertops, handles,
desks, phones, keyboards, toilets, faucets and sinks.
o If surfaces are dirty, clean them with detergent or soap and water prior to disinfection.
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So...what’s the BAND been up to?

The band can’t possibly be working, can they? How can they do band
online? Check it out...Band Land is still open for business!

The High School Band has traveled back in time to go through the his-
tory of music and study how we got to where we are. We went all the
way back to 1400, a time period called the Renaissance. We're slowly
moving forward in time, covering big names like Bach, Mozart, and
Beethoven; looking into early instruments and how the piano came
into existence; and using online videos and music clips to study how
music has changed to become what it is today.

The Middle School bands have been using online resources to quiz note
names and instrument fingerings; using videos to study instrument
techniques and proper care/maintenance; and trying out a new
platform that uses Chromebooks to help students get better at their
instrument by practicing, recording, and submitting exercises online.

While COVID-19 has forced us outside the box, it has brought an op-
portunity to learn new things we haven’t been able to get to be-
fore. And we’re learning how to incorporate new online technology
that may even change how we do band in the future. Do we miss
getting together as a band? Certainly. But we’re making the best use
of our time away.

~Brad Yenor

Computer Science Comes to Shiocton (continued)

The Technology Education and Literacy in Schools (TEALS) Program part-
ners with high schools to build teacher capacity and student interest in
Computer Science with the goal of enabling schools to sustain equitable CS
programs on their own. TEALS offers curriculum and support for students
of all demographics and backgrounds in computational thinking, problem
solving, programming, and Computer Science concepts which are applica-
ble to any field. TEALS focuses on a culture of volunteerism in the tech in-
dustry so teachers get the support they need to learn CS and schools can
build sustainable CS programs.

Computer Science is an ever-growing career space. It does not have just
one definition since it is applied to a wide variety of topics. There are a
tremendous number of career avenues for students and their futures with
these skills. Technology is not slowing down, more software and hardware
is being applied in more careers every day. Even though many employers
are emphasizing soft-skills, a recent article in the Appleton Post Crescent
explained that nearly all hard skills employers are seeking are coming from
Computer Science skill sets for 2020 and beyond.

Students and parents, if you are interested in adding this class to your
schedule for next year, please email Mrs. Cornell,
scornell@shiocton.k12.wi.us and ask to have these classes for next year.

~Harley Griesbach

Run Club

LUV2RUN and thus The Run Club for Shiocton Elementary School have been
cancelled for this school year. This saddens me immensely as | know the
excitement and benefits the run club has on our students. Please know it
will be BACK!

NOTE: The Prevea Luv2Run program will not open this year, but anyone
who’d like to be part of the full, half, relay or 5K virtual events can still reg-
ister until April 20 while supplies last. In case you and your family opt for
doing the virtual race, see the link below for more information.

The Festival Foods Kids’ Run participants can look forward to their race
packets coming in the mail before race weekend.
Participants will receive more information via e-mail and can visit

www.cellcomgreenbaymarathon.com.
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year as well. Thank you for supporting our
~Mrs. Schmidt, (920) 986-3351 ext 784

NOTE: You child’s run club shirts will be
saved for next year’s program and if they
opt not to participate they will be donat-

students in getting up and moving!
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S.P.I.C.E.
"It might be stormy now, but rain doesn't last forever.” ~Anonymous

S.P.I.C.E. understands that we are in a very trying time in all of our lives. We have the normal daily tasks of keeping our households running, but now also
have the complex task of keeping our families safe, healthy, and being a teacher. It’s a tough act to juggle, but we have seen how amazing our little town
of Shiocton is. We’ve seen so many support our local businesses, the Shiocton School District help with food for our kiddos, the teachers having to totally
revamp the structure of how they are ensuring our children learn and continue to grow as we prepare for the transition to the next grade level. Kudos to
you all!l You all deserve a high five for all your hard work!

We have a bit more difficult and sad news to process...with the closure of the school building, and in the best interest of keeping all of our children and
families safe, S.P.I.C.E. is having to cancel the remaining events that we would hold for this school year. What does this mean for you? Movie Nights, Box
Tops Challenges, and Funset Boulevard Night have all been cancelled. For those that have already sent us funds for their tickets, we will be working dili-
gently to get those funds refunded to you as soon as we are able. If you have questions, please contact S.P.I.C.E. at spice@shiocton.k12.wi.us , we will be
happy to work with you through this.

Quilt & Raffle Basket Winners:

We will be working with the school to get these prizes to you. If you won tickets or gift certificates, please know that we will be mailing these out to you.
If you won one of our baskets, we will be working on setting up a time that you can meet up with us to pick up those prizes. Should you prefer that some-
one else picks up your prize on your behalf, please send an email or written notification to spice@shiocton.k12.wi.us indicating who has permission to
pick up your prize on your behalf.

Free Family Movie Night:
Again, this event has been cancelled. We appreciate all of your support and look forward to having more movie nights next year in the fall!

Funset Boulevard Night:
This event has been cancelled. We will be working hard at getting refunds for all of those that have already paid for this event. Thank you for your pa-
tience!

S.P.1.C.E. Scholarships:
Our winners have been chosen and will be announced at awards night. Stay tuned!

Spring Box Tops Challenge:
We will not be hosting a Spring Box Tops Challenge this school year. Please keep collecting those Box Tops from products that still have them, and please
remember to keep scanning your receipts on the Box Tops App so our school can continue to earn funds electronically as well!

S.P.I.C.E. Board Elections and Open Positions (Voluntary):

~Secretary Position - We have an immediate opening for our voluntary Secretary Position.
~Chairperson Position - This is a 2 year term beginning in June 2020.

~Treasurer Position - This is a 2 year term beginning in June 2020.

If you are interested in any of the elected positions on our Executive Board, please notify us by April 30th. If it is after that time, please contact us for
more information as we will be voting on this during our May 13th meeting being held at 6:00pm via Zoom.

2020-2021 School Supplies:

Shiocton Families - We have great news! S.P.I.C.E. is collaborating with 1st Day School Supplies to help parents get the school supplies needed for next
year without the hassle of shopping at multiple stores to find exactly what you need. Ordering info will be available in early May. Deadline to order is July
1st. The kits will be delivered to the school in August with more info to come as we approach that time. Contact S.P.I.C.E at spice@shiocton.k12.wi.us
with any questions.

Thank you to all of the S.P.I.C.E. volunteers!

Imagine what S.P.I.C.E. as an organization would look or function like without volunteers. Imagine if we had to pay everyone that lends a hand, and how
this would affect what S.P.1.C.E. could support for our school community. So many in our school community rely on the commitment, skills, time, and en-
ergy of our volunteers, and they cannot imagine what they would do without them. Thank you to all of the volunteers that give so much of themselves to
S.P.I.C.E. - your efforts do not go unnoticed or unappreciated! We just cannot say Thank You enough! If you have any time to spare (even just an hour or
two) we welcome your involvement with S.P.I.C.E. Your volunteer commitment, no matter how big or small, makes an impact on your school, your chil-
dren, the S.P.I.C.E. organization, and your school community. Please email S.P.I.C.E. at spice@shiocton.k12.wi.us for more information.
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